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the policy of the Meu rulers. It is a| which, notwithstanding many lessons, still marks
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- — CNL  UHINA AND JAPAN.

Our tein Correspondent sends us to-day | . ) TIENTSIN, Dxc. 19,
some interesting information bearing upon the The question having been raised of tha quality
vexed :question of the credentials of Mx. of Mr. Detring’s mission to Japen,.I have read
;| Dareing and the attitude of the Japanese " his dossier and noted the essential pointa. The

!| Government towards negotiations in the interast text of his credentials, which are dated Nov. 18, F

Chinese intercourse with otler nations. If we look wa
.at the matter from this point of view, the atti-|
On the contrary, sc far as we understand| tude of Japan finds a contplete pr.aotiul justifics-
{ their policy, they would regard such an overthrow! tion in the fact that the Chu.xes? have not
/in the light of s misfortune. They do not want| attempted to prosecute the negotistions through

+-% mistake, however, to assume that it is the
z | object of the Japanese to overthrow the dynasty,

RISy ATV S RO Pt M. a7 5

{to fight for ever, and when the time comes for & prope:ly acoredited representative. Had they
: naturally desire to have some’ been brought to the-point of earnestly depirigy

makme peace. they
“strong and legitimate Government tg trest with. Ji
#liould the present dynasty be overthrown, it is |

not by Any mesns cloar that such a Government |
eould be found. Even as things are China is b

not fa..r. from chuos, but confusivn would become
'Worse  confounded if the existing central
‘authority were to disappear, The Japanese
A'lresdy regard with some apprehension the neces-
8ty for iproviding s civil Government for the
@ogmnn they have overrun. It is wn encrmous
advantage to an invader when the frame-
‘werk  of society Lolds together, because
he- then simply takes control of a going
machine. - To construot g machine for him-.
seli apon the ruins of the pre-existing insti.

?xitiénl is 8 far more formidable task, Anything L.
in the nature of a revolution in Ohina wonld | |

throw upon the Japanese work which might over- '

h 1
‘tax even their aplendid cepacity for organiza- L
]

oo, Tndeed, the danger they have had most to-
| fear ever wmince their military superiority was
established isthatthey nay belefttoexhaustiheir
atrength in attacks upon & huge invertebrate
'mass to which no injury is vital, and with which
Ko stable and fruitfnl arrangement is possible. To
th.is danger Japanesestatesmen are oubtlessfully
|alive ; as well as to the fact that the total collapse
of Chins might, and probably would, introdunce
! Dew alements into the political sitoation, Al}
the world is interested in having China aroused;
opened up, and cured of her hitherto invincible
arrogance, But the civiliged world, as well as
Japan herself, is also interested in preserving
some kind of organization throughout that vast
tex;t;tog, andbiln retaining some kind of central
authority capable of being dealt wi inary |
oy pa g with by ordinary i

e o——————
—_— e e—

i
t
i
1
|
!
i

|
1
| |

W 0 e Y W

{and we {know that the Japanese have pro-

eace, they would have sent somu ka h_natiy
‘official properly ‘equipped for obtaining it.’
Instead of this, they.:have had recourse to &
vague appeal to the good offices of the United
Stutes, which have not so far produced the
soallest effect upon the military and naval
operations of Japan,

We published yesterday an interesting letter
from Capraiy YoUNGEUEBAND, giving his own
experience of the climate and country with which
the Japanese commanders in tho vieinity of
Mukden now hsve to deal. It was at this scason
of the year that ho arrived at Niuchuang from a
seven months’ tour in Manchburia, und marched
from Mukden tb Pekin. The thermometer wes
at zero, but the air was so dry that little |
 practical inconvemience was felt from what in
this coentry would be an extremely trying
temperature. With appropriate clothing life
appears to be not only tolerable, but pleasant,

vided winter clothing for their troops with
the liberality and completeness which bave!
Inarked their other arrangements, The keen frost, |
ar from impeding transport, renders it easy,
8inoe every river is bridged, and the indifferent’
‘roads are converted into first-class military high-
ways. From the news we receive day after day it
i8 evident that the Japanese generals are utilizing
these advantages to the full. They are display-
ing the greatest activity upon more than one line
of operations, and may be said to have Mukden in

rather seriously with the maintenance of all-im-
portant lines of .comupunication by sea. It may

avoid any attempt to take an army over the route '
traversed 1by Carraix YouNamusnaNDp, and to,

part of the coast much nearer to Pekin than |

reported preparations—aa, for example, temporary
berracks of double wooden walls stuffed with :
sawdust—point rather to occupetion, with local '
expeditionary movements, than to anything in the
bature of & gonersal advance. ’
Notwithstanding the replacement of Manchus
by Chinese to which Carrar YOUNGRUSBAND
refers, there can be little doubt that the capture .

| the pride of the reigning dypasty, and would |
|exercise & very vonsiderable influence apon

‘| of peace. Itis evident that Me. DeTRING Was
/| accredited in an informal end, if we may use' .
i| the word in relation to the august business of
! diplomacy, in & second-hand “manner. Lr Huxe
| CHANG wrute tu Couxne Iro, saying, after due

1 the exact condition of affairs and to direct him

* | Dereine. Suchacourse would have been wanting
their grasp, unless the Chinese cuddenly developi &
qualities for which the world is tired of locking. {#
But, however practicable may be the march to : -
Pokin, it does not follow that it will be under-| .
taken in present conditions.. The cold weather Ve
facilitates operations op land, but italso interferes ’I v
Y,

- | Instead of this he is only second in control of
.| the Chinese Customs, and is & foreigner. These

well seem judicious to the Japanese generals to ;'
wait until a secure base can be established on some :

+

Port Arthur or Niuchuang. Indeed,some of their o

| ‘the anthority of Li HoNa CHawe, for it

o onries Would have enabled the Chinese to escape the
of Mukden would prove a very severe blow tai

preamble, thet he had received the commands of
the ¥urEror toinform Mz. Drrrike fully of

to proceed to Japan without delay and effect a
settlement. L HuNe Cuaxa then went on to
say that, in accordance with Hia MasEsty’s
commands, he had sent Mz, DETRING to Tokio to
learn the conditions on which peace might be re-
established ; and formally requested Couxr Izo
to discuss the matter. " The tone of this extra-
ordinary despatch is quite as remarkable as its
substance. L1 Huxng Cmaxe trests the war
‘28 a trifling drawback to the traditional policy
of peace, ‘refers grandly. to not inconsider-
able calamities, and' observes that ‘it is mow
proposed to suspend hostilities. It is evident,
therefore, that M&. Dzrervg had no credentials
from the Emreror of CuINa of the direct
and positive kind that would bo axpected
and demanded in any diplomatic negotiation
between European States. He was accredited
only by Li HoNa Cmana, whose own right to
send him forth rests upon instructions which are |
alleged to have come from the Emrrzom, butof |
which Couxr Iro had no official cognizanoe
whatever. In these circumstances it could
"hardly be expected that the Japanese Govern-
ment would enler into negotiations with Mg.

indignity as well as in sagacity. This wonld remain
true, even if Me. DETRING Were one of the most
exalted personages in the Chinese Empire.

thingshad fo be taken inte consideration by Counr
Iro as well as the fundamental invalidity of Mx.
Derrive’s credentials. It would have been easy |
for Cbina, at any convenient moment, to re-
pudiate whatever arrangements might have been
made with a foreign subordinate, accredited
only by Lx HuXae CHANe upon confidential in-
structions from headquarters. Li Huna Omaxg
might have repudiated M. Drreing, and
the Ewmrzror might have refused to admit

must be remembered that the Chinese Govern-
ment does not recognize any very stringent
morality where foreigners are concernsd.
In addition to this the Japanese Govern-
ment, by necgotiating with Me. Deraine,

" humiliation of suing for peace through Chinese
lips. But it is probably the most important of
‘the objects which Japan sota before herself,
to break down that arrogant exclusiveness

-is #n follows :—' . )

* EarlLi Hung Chang, Imperial Commisaioner,
&o., to hisExcellency Count 1to, Minister-Presi-
dent, &o.—The Om Ta Ching dynasty is in the
enjoyment of its traditional policy of peace with
every dation, but there have lately arisen, nn~
bappily, disputes. with your country whereby the
usual friendly jintercourse has been exchanged
for a state of war. Seeing that no inconmderable
calamities have lately fallen nupor our people, it
is now proposed that both countries should
temporarily di their forces on sea and on
land to ceass hostilities. A memorial having
been presentad to the Throne as to the sdviss-
bility of this course, the commands of his
Imperial Ma.{euty, my angust master, were
received as follows :—

¢ ¢ Whereas Mr. Detring has held office in our
Emg%re for many years and has proved himsetf
faithful and true and worthy of the highest trust,
we command Li Hung Chang to inform him fully
and completely of ' whatever has so far boeen
deliberated upon and decided, and to direct him"
ito proceed to Japan without delay and effect a
settlement. As occasion srises Mr. Detring will
‘inform vs confidentially, with due speed, of the']
progress of the negotiations.’ )

‘'In accordance with his Majesty's commands,
Mr, Detring, together with officials holding ranic
of the first (iude, is directed to proceed to Tokio
to present this despatch and to learn the cone
ditions upon which peace may be regained and
amicable intercourse re-established as of old.
I therefore request your Excellency to discuss
with Mr, Detrmg the manner in which friendly
frelations may be cestored. This despatch is
jwritten commending the propossl to the favourable
lconsideration of your Excellency.”
| The cefusal to receive the envoy rests ¢n the
official statement of the Japanese Government,
which was published after Mr, etring’sdeparture,
but was not intimated tv him. The mission was
recalled by telegram from Prince Kung, whose
isoticn in. “this rtz?ect was 1’,fror.uphad by Mr. -
Denby, the United States Ministor to Ohina,
'who informed’ the Chinese Government that the
[United States offer of mediation had been |
accopted by Japan.—Our Corr .

i : SHANGHAI, Drc. 20. |

It is now stated that the refusal to ellow !
foreign snilors and marines to proceed from :
Tientsin to Pekin to act ss guards over the,
Legations was due to the obstinacz and misrepre- .
sentations of Prince Ching. The matter was |
again considered by the Tsung-li-Yamén yester- '
day, and after a stormy discussion Prince Ching :
was overruled, and it was decided to issue safe |
conducte for the forsigners. Theraupon Prince
Ching withdrew from the Council Chember, and
later in the day applied for and was granted by
the Emporor ten days’ lsave of absence on the
ground of ill-health. Passes have now been

b

1asued for 50 guards for the British Legation and |
Vo e about ten for oach of the other Legations.
A Chefoo news

por accuses the Japanese at !
Port Arthur of il -treatini all the Chinesa who

ventura near the place. According to the same

authority Chineas tishermen resorting to the port

aro either killed or forved to perform hard .
labour,~Oentral News.
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|| position just now st Pekin. After repeated refusals
from Prince Ching to allow foreign sailors and
; | marines to guard the Legations at the eapital, the

Tsung-li-Yamen sevolted last Wodnesdsy sgainst
his dictation, and gave the required permission.
But it may be safely sssumed that this reluctant
oonuentwnsonly“—“byvery‘-_‘,, e
from the Powers jointly, such as s formal intima-
tion that unless permission was at once ‘given, the
Legation would be withdrawn. There is another
governing infl which operat; Chi

and delay. They always have in their minde the
idea that s loophole must be left for making subse-
quent pretence of having come out of the affair in
a manner highly creditsble to their country. If
Count Tto had ted to a suspension of hostili-
| ties, it would have been spread about in China that
if the Emperor, with his customary magnanimity, had
held back his omnipotent hand from crushing the
contemptible islanders. If the heads of the foreign
Legations at Pekin had weakly waived their de.
mand for guards, Prince Ching would have not been
slow to make representation that the “ outer bar-
barian " had to knuckle down. Nor do we doubt
that the appearance of white man-of-war's men and
marines at the capital will be explained to the
Chinese as & testimony of respect and of sympathy
voluntarily accorded to the Emperor by the Powers.
The correspondence issued to-day in a Blue-book
connected with the revision of treaty arrangements
between Great Britain snd J span contains a good-
deal of matter deserving study. The gist of thesd
negotiations -has previously sppeared and been
ol ted on in ourcol , but the details afford
many side lights of considerable interest and im-
portance. They do not, however, render it any
clearer that England receives a fair equivalent for
the rights she surrenders. It is apparently the
opinion of Britigh residents in Japan that the bar.
gain is altogether one-sided, and that the Japanese
gain everything and lose nothing, Posgibly, how-
evor, this view may be exaggorated ; much wiil
depend upon the good faith of the Japanese Govern-
ment in safeguarding British subjects against judi-
cialinjustice. It is quite natural that J apan, aim-
ing as she does at & lofty destiny in the affairs of
the world, should be anxious to get rid of inter-
| nationsl trammels which.stamp her with a mark
1of inferiority to the European Powers. It is the
‘aspiration of her stat and in thia they faith-
| fully reflect the popular demand—to stand on equal
|footing with the strongest nations of the West.
This wak the case even before the war with China,

'| ment of defeat. We have an instance of this =™

1md the brilliant successes of Jspanese arms both

,Jon land snd ses necessarily augment the national
longing to cast awsy every e of inferiority,
China still prefers to conbinue tresting her neigh-
bour'with scarcely veiled congiempt, bub this foolish
refusal to accept the siern logic of events will have
to be abandoned, if the Celestial Empire is to be

1 saved from disruption. /'
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DOES CHINA WANT PEACE? |
Now that the exact conditions of Mr. Detring’s |
| peace mission to Tokio are given to the world by
: the “Times " correspondent at Tientain, the i.ndig—;
1 nant refusal of the Jspanese Government to open
" negotiations is easily understood. Mr. Detring, a
jforeign subordinate in the Customs, was merely |
commissionod by Li Huong Chang. It is true, that
great mandarin alaimed to have Imperial suthority

i for bestowing this te on an “outer bar-
" barian,” but it would have remained open for the
' Emperor to, repudiate e embassy as unauthorised
: by the vermilion What, then, was the
! object of & proceeding so unmistakeably stamped

with puerility, if nobwith chicanery? That comes
out very clearly in the preamble. “It is now pro-
posed,” wrote Li Husg Chang, “.that both coun-
tries should temporaiily divest their forces on sea :
and on land to cease hostilities.” A cooler, or a
more impudent propossl, never emanated from the
diplomatic mouth. It has to be remembered that,
at the time, the Jspanese were in the full tide of
unchecked victory, and pressing on as quickly as
they could towards Port Arthur. The Chiness
defence had broken down at every point, and the
only enemy the invader had to fear was the coming
winter. 'From s military standpoint, therefors,
the Japanese had everything to gain and nothing to
lose from making the most of the short time re-
maining at their disposal before the ses became
ice-bound. They would have been simply idiotic
to suspend hostilities at such a supreme moment,
unless the vanquished offered such a price for a
truce as would practically insure its being followed
by peace. But Mr. Detring’s credentials made no
offer whatever ; he was merely instructed to discuss :
with Count Ito the terms of peace. Had the
Japanese Premier fallen into this clumey trap, Li
Hung Chang could, and probably would, have spun
out negotiations until the arrival of winier rendered
ong arm of the attack powerlgsa, and largely erip-
pled the other arm. Nor would there have been
any assurancs of peace even then, as the Emperor
might havo denounced the treaty as unsuthorised.
Practically, therefore, the Japancse were invited Lo |
give up a great deal without any sort of compensa-
tion ; had they consented, Port Arthor would still
be in Chinese possession, its defenders living in
tolerable comfort, while the victorious invaders |
were perishing of cold and privations in the open.
Did Li Hung Chang really imagine that Count Ito
would be so foolish as to close with such a ridi-
culously one-sided bargain? It is inconceivable
that the Viceray should have 8o deluded himself.

| He probably aiwed merely at gaining time. Pro-

crastination has always been the chief weapon of
Asiatic diplomacy; like Mr. Micawber, it hopes
that something will turn up to savo acknowledg-
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